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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, April 22, 2013 

           

 

CALL TO ORDER  
The special meeting of the Freeport, Illinois, Committee of the Whole was called to order by Mayor 

George Gaulrapp with a quorum being present at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, April 22, 2013, in Council 

Chambers.  

 

ROLL CALL  
Present on roll call: Mayor George Gaulrapp and council members Tom Klemm, Shawn Boldt, Ronnie 

Bush, Jennie DeVine, Dennis Endress, Sally Brashaw and Andrew Crutchfield (7). Alderperson 

Koester (1) was absent.   Notation by Clerk: Mayor Gaulrapp left the meeting at 6:02 p.m. and returned 

at 6:25 p.m.  

 

City Staff Present:  Corporation Counsel Sarah Griffin, Deputy Clerk Mary Ann Eirhart, Community 

Development Director Shelly Griswold, City Accountant Duane Price, Public Works Director Tom 

Dole, Fire Chief Kevin Countryman, Police Chief Jerry Whitmore, City Engineer Shaun Gallagher 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Alderperson Bush. 

 

MINUTES  
Alderperson Endress moved for approval of the minutes from the meeting held on April 8, 2013, 

seconded by Alderperson Crutchfield. Motion prevailed by voice vote without dissent.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS  
Douglas Wilkin, 902 South 16

th
 Avenue, Freeport, Illinois spoke about the good dialogue at the April 

15
th

 City Council Meeting and stated that Gary Anderson invites telephone calls.   

 

Kathy Wilkin, 902 South 16
th

 Avenue, Freeport, Illinois spoke about Landmark Illinois watching the 

City to see what happens with the City Hall building. 

 

Jim Gitz was signed on the sheet for public comments and was called, but he had left the meeting. 

 

Chris Fye, 213 N. Harlem, spoke of his hope that the City Council would wait until the new Mayor 

takes office to make any further decisions regarding the City Hall building. 

 

DISCUSSION OF PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS    

Alderperson Brashaw asked for leave of the City Council to have Mayor-Elect Jim Gitz added to the 

agenda so he could participate in the conversation regarding the City Hall building.  All members 

concurred that instead of being added to the agenda he would be allowed to participate in the 
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discussion of agenda items.  Alderperson Brashaw stated she was concerned about the building with 

the current rain we have had.  Shaun Gallagher reported he checks the building on a regular basis and 

there is water on each level.  

  

Alderperson Brashaw also stated there are grants available for repair of City Hall.   Community 

Development Director Shelly Griswold responded by stating there are no grants of which she is aware 

of that are available due to the type of restoration.  It was discussed that no new jobs would be created.    

 

Accountant Duane Price reviewed the funding sheet he distributed which included estimated cost of 

bond issues and funding options.  If the decision was to go with an annual debt service per one million 

dollars borrowed the cost for a 20-year bond would be $65,000 per year and for a 25 year bond the cost 

would be $55,000 per year.  Additional options for funding debt service included sales tax, 

telecommunications tax, gas tax, natural gas tax, electricity tax or the food and beverage tax and he 

provided sample annual revenues of each item.    

 

Mayor-Elect Jim Gitz highlighted his written handout labeled as “Freeport City Hall” which included 

eleven points as steps to take in the process of restoration of the old City Hall building or 

determination of available options for buildings to be used.  He recommended an extensive public 

input program regarding all options including public meeting, forums, service group presentations, 

online surveys, post card surveys, hearings.  This would then entail collecting and collating the results 

and then presenting these results objectively to council.  Mr. Gitz also discussed additional issues to be 

addressed including financing alternatives, abatement costs, Carnegie Library options, and Historic 

Property Developers.   

 

Discussion was held regarding a Space Needs Study.  City Engineer Shaun Gallagher reported the 

occupied space for 25 people would mean 11,500 feet would be needed.  Alderperson Klemm stated 

the City Hall building and the Carnegie Library both had more space than what is needed.   

 

Alderperson Boldt stated he liked the process of having town hall meetings to discuss the city hall 

building.  Alderperson Boldt also volunteered to set up an Northern Illinois University study for public 

input.   

 

The condition of city owned buildings was discussed and how much money to put into them.  It was 

noted that if repaired it would put them back on the tax rolls.   

 

It was suggested that a Space Needs Study be done.  Chris Fye and Scott Winters name were brought 

up for possible people to do the study.   

 

Alderperson Klemm moved to have a joint document of Mayor Gaulrapp and Mayor-Elect Gitz 

presented in the form of a resolution outlining a process to be followed at the next City Council 

meeting.  The starting document would be the handout from Mr. Gitz.  Although no motion was given, 

the members seemed to be in agreement to bring forth this item.   

 

It was decided to forward items from Mr. Gitz’s handout and City Engineer Shaun Gallagher will 

provide additional information and quotes regarding A) Environmental Testing for asbestos and lead 
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and C) boring and analysis conducted by geo-technical engineer for determination of proper 

foundation repairs.  

 

FY 2013-2014 BUDGET 

Alderperson Brashaw suggested that discussion on the budget be deferred until the new administration 

took office.  Mayor Gaulrapp indicated no course of action would be taken on the budget.   

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

City Engineer Shaun Gallagher provided a written summary of the Fiscal Year 2014 Infrastructure 

Improvements including six projects.  He gave an update on the roundabout (delayed two months), 

Jane Addams Trail, Adams & Clark Improvements, and the Mill and Overlays projects. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

There were no further no comments. 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  

 

S/ Mary Ann Eirhart 

Mary Ann Eirhart,  

Deputy City Clerk 


