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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORT 

REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, April 14, 2014 

           

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
The regular meeting of the Freeport, Illinois, Committee of the Whole was called to order by Mayor 

James Gitz with a quorum being present at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, April 14, 2014, in council chambers. 

  

2. ROLL CALL  
Present on roll call: Mayor James Gitz and council members Tom Klemm, Shawn Boldt, Ronnie Bush, 

Jennie DeVine, Dennis Endress, Sally Brashaw, Michael Koester and Alderperson Crutchfield (8).  

 

City Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Sarah Griffin, City Clerk Meg Zuravel, Interim Community 

Development Director/City Engineer Shaun Gallagher, City Accountant Duane Price, Public Works 

Director Tom Dole, Fire Chief Scott Miller, Interim Chief of Police Todd Barkalow.    

 

Also present was James Brown, who will assume the duties of Community Development Director on 

April 21, 2014.  

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Alderperson Klemm, chairperson of meeting.  

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Alderperson Koester moved for approval of the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 10, 

2014, seconded by Alderperson Boldt.   Motion prevailed by voice vote without dissent.  

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS  
There was no one signed on the sheet for public comments on agenda items this evening.   

 

6. PRESENTATION OF THE 2014-2015 CITY BUDGET (DRAFT BUDGET DATED  

APRIL 9, 2014 WITH ACCOMPANYING MEMORANDUM DATED APRIL 10, 2014) 

City Accountant Duane Price stated that he has provided the council with paper copies of the 2014-

2015 City of Freeport Budget and this is a working preliminary document.  He will provide further 

amendments as revenues and expenses are realized so consideration should be made that this is April 

10, 2014.  Discussion was held as to how the council would like to hold discussion of the budget, 

whether in a round robin format or all council members together asking questions of a department 

head.   Council members were provided the opportunity to provide their opinion with council members 

providing the pro and cons for a roundtable discussion at a meeting of the Committee of the Whole.   

 

Mayor Gitz suggested that the Committee of the Whole could hold a special meeting on the 4
th

 

Monday of the month of April, which would be April 28, 2014.  It was discussed to have sections for 
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discussion starting with Public Works which would include both the Fire and Police Department, 

followed by neighborhoods which would include Public Works and Community Development and then 

Economic Development and the other remaining departments.  

 

Mayor Gitz stated he would hope that by the first week of June the members would be able to approve 

the budget.   

 

Alderperson Klemm suggested that council members bring forth their questions and have them ready 

for discussion on April 28, 2014.  Mayor Gitz stated that if time allows after the Public Safety portion, 

then we will move on with the other departments within same meeting so he will ask to have all the 

departments present.   
 

7. UPDATE AND DISCUSSION REGARDING 2014 FIREWORKS --- PRESENTED BY 

MAYOR GITZ 

Mayor Gitz stated last year the City Council through the budget appropriations provided for funding 

for the Fireworks display in an amount of $15,000 and it had been scheduled on July 3, 2013.  This 

year, he asked to have quotes in the amount of $15,000 for the date of July 4, 2014.  In order to reserve 

this date we will need to obtain from the council a sense of support in order to proceed and if not 

willing to move forward provide the administration how to proceed.  Discussion was held as to the 

dates of July 3
rd

 or July 4
th

 and whether the fireworks display company would provide any discounts if 

the display was not on the 4
th

.  City Clerk Zuravel provided that last year when the event was 

scheduled the day before the holiday, complaints were received from citizens saying that this did not 

allow for out-of-town relatives to participate in the viewing of the display because many of them did 

not arrive until the 4
th

 of July.  Discussion was held as to the pros and cons of the dates of July 3
rd

 or 

July 4
th

.  In both cases it was discussed about the benefit of bringing the community together and the 

economic development opportunity for the purchase of food and beverage not to mention fuel sales.   

 

Alderperson Koester stated he would like to form a volunteer committee to collect donations and he 

would volunteer to be on it to oversee that donations are sought for next year’s display of the 

fireworks.  He suggested asking for service clubs to assist in this effort.  He stated that if donations are 

received, then perhaps the offset savings could be used for other items in the budget.   

 

Discussion was held that the Stephenson County Fair is scheduled to begin on July 8
th

 and they have 

only been contacted as to having the display on the 4
th

 of July so it is unlikely they would be able to 

host the display on July 5, 2014.  City Clerk Zuravel stated that food vendors including the Stephenson 

County Fair Auxiliary and Golden K had been contacted by the Mayor’s administrative assistant and 

they are available on the 4
th

 of July to provide food at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds but because 

of the fair set-up there is a lack of space for further vendors.    

 

Mayor Gitz stated that he wanted to know the council’s feeling on moving forward and he has heard 

enough positive response this evening to keep the item in the budget at $15,000 and he will work with 

the firework company to find out if there is a cost differential for July 3
rd

 or July 4
th

.   

 

8. UPDATE ON 5311 TRANSIT PROGRAM AND A BRIEFING ON THE UPCOMING 

ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS WHICH WILL NEED TO BE PRESENTED TO 

COUNCIL --- PRESENTED BY TRANSIT COORDINATOR KEVIN COOLEY 
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City of Freeport Transit Coordinator, Kevin Cooley from the Community Development Department 

presented the following written memorandum regarding Public Transportation Program: 

 

“We plan to have a new provider in place and operating by July 1, 2014 so that we can fulfill our 

commitment to provide countywide transportation services; however, we are clearly changing our 

countywide expansion plan as our previous plans have not gained the necessary approval from IDOT.  

We must become more aligned with IDOT best practices to gain their approval. 

 

“Currently, there are 42 grantees who receive the same grants that we utilize to run the same types of 

countywide demand-response systems that we endeavor to run.  Of those 42 grantees 40 of them utilize 

not-for-profit providers.  This means that only 2 counties in Illinois attempt run demand-response 

countywide transportation systems with for-profit providers.  Those systems have struggled mightily.  

 

“The clear fact is that IDOT is not going to easily pass our RFP, which is based on the utilization of 

multiple or a single for-profit provider, until we have tried to maximize our utilization of not-for-

profits as other grantees do.  IDOT is strongly advising us to utilize non-profits to meet all of the 

demand, or at the very least, as much of the demand as they can possibly meet.  Then, and only then, 

may we successfully issue an RFP to seek proposals so that a single for-profit provider can meet any 

remaining demand.  

 

“We are against very tight contractual timelines, and we are against critical funding timelines.  Our 

current critical transportation contracts expire June 30
th

, and seeking another extension is not going to 

go over with IDOT very well.  Moreover, IDOT has submitted a letter that over $180,000 expansion 

funds will be lost if this process is not completed by November of this year.   

 

“We must have our provider in place July 1
st
, and we must be up and running when November comes.  

If not, we will lose our “expansion funding.”  We need to get this right; we need to be on time.   

 

“We have been in discussions with the Stephenson County Senior Resource Center and have submitted 

a draft plan for their board to consider.  Based on my conversations with them, I’m very optimistic and 

foresee no insurmountable problems.   We can complete the countywide expansion in the timeframes 

IDOT has given us.   

 

“Here are a few things that you will see from me at the May 5
th

 City Council Meeting.   

 

1. A resolution authorizing the submittal of our transportation grant applications – In the 

narrative, they will express our commitment to utilizing the SRC as much as possible. 

2. A “Special Warranty Resolution” that is made every time we apply for State and Federal 

Transportation funds insuring that we and our providers follow all laws applicable to the fair 

treatment of transportation related employees.   

3. After we’ve allayed IDOT’s concerns and are awarded a new contract, you will be presented 

with a resolution to accept the new funding contract.   

4. Formal recognition of the staff of Pretzel City Transit for their partnership over the years.   

 

“IDOT is very excited about this new direction.  As long as we continue moving forward, there will be 

no delays.”   
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Council members were provided an opportunity to ask questions of Transit Coordinator Kevin Cooley.   
 

9. PRESENTATION ON FHN BOND FINANCING  

Accountant Duane Price provided a written memorandum dated April 14, 2014 stating that in 2001 the 

City issued $19,000,000 worth of conduit bonds on behalf of FHN. In 2008, the City issued more 

conduit bonds on behalf of FHN for $8,000,000.  FHN would like the City to issue bonds on their 

behalf so that they can re-finance these earlier bond issues.  There is no cost or risk to the City when 

issuing these types of bonds.  However, later this year the City plans to re-finance some of the City’s 

bonds which were issued in 2004 and 2005.  The City of Freeport’s administration is assessing the 

issuance of the FHN bonds to make sure that there is no way it could have an adverse effect on the re-

financing bonds we plan to issue later this year.   
 

10. PRESENTATION REGARDING WATER FLUORIDATION BY JULIE HADDAD 

Julie Haddad spoke about health issues her three children have experienced and stated that she had 

consulted with an orthodontist and they attributed it to fluoride intake.   She introduced Dr. Dean 

Murphy as an orthodontist in Rockford Illinois.  Dr. Murphy provided a PowerPoint presentation on 

his seventeen years of research on the subject of water fluoridation and the effects on the health of 

people who either have too much fluoride or have an adverse effect from fluoride.  Council members 

were provided an opportunity to ask questions during and after the presentation. 

 

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA OR NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

There were no public comments at this time.  

 

Public Works Director Tom Dole provided an update on the storm damage which occurred on April 

12, 2014.  He stated his crews worked throughout the week clearing debris from the streets. On the day 

of the storm his crews worked five and one half hours of overtime.  He stated today and for the rest of 

the week he will have three crews working on storm issues and tree damage.   

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Upon motion (Bush) duly made and seconded (Boldt), the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  

  

S/ Meg Zuravel 

Meg Zuravel, City Clerk 


