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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, January 22, 2013 
           

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Freeport, Illinois, City Council was called to order by Mayor George Gaulrapp 

with a quorum being present at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, in Council Chambers.   

 

Mayor Gaulrapp introduced “Mayor for a Day” from Taylor Park School - Danica Kaiser, Damian 

Burrington, Kyla Plowman, Macy Olson, and Gabriella Rogers Hornung.  He introduced “Mayor for a 

Day” from Blackhawk School - Kamiya Williams.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Present on roll call given by “Mayor for the Day” Kyla Plowman were Mayor George Gaulrapp and 

council members Tom Klemm, Shawn Boldt, Ronnie Bush, Jennie DeVine, and Scott Helms (5).  Absent 

were council members Dennis Endress, Andrew Crutchfield and Michael Koester (see notation for 

Alderperson Koester entrance into meeting at 6:40 pm).  Corporation Counsel Sarah Griffin was present. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by “Mayor for the Day” Kamiya Williams.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Gaulrapp asked for leave of council to move forward the reading of Resolution #R-2013-02 to 

before public comments before the agenda is approved. “Mayor for the Day” Macy Olson asked if there 

was a motion to approve the agenda. Alderperson Klemm moved for approval of the agenda as amended, 

seconded by Alderperson Helms. Motion prevailed by voice vote without dissent.  

 

MINUTES 

“Mayor for the Day” Danica Kaiser asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Alderperson 

Klemm moved for approval of the minutes from the meeting held on January 3, 2013 and January 7, 

2013, seconded by Alderperson DeVine. Motion prevailed by voice vote without dissent.  

 

RESOLUTION 

“Mayor for the Day” Gabriella Rogers read the following: RESOLUTION #R-2013-02:  RESOLUTION 

SUPPORTING THE FORMATION OF THE INDIAN HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Mayor Gaulrapp introduced Joyce Boggess.  Ms. Boggess stated she is not in charge of the program but is 

present to accept the resolution. Director Griswold stated she and Ms. Boggess worked on this resolution 

and the goals are to impact the Indian Heights Neighborhood.  The resolution supports Indian Heights 

Neighborhood Homeowners Association (IHNHA) as a planning organization serving the Indian Heights 

Neighborhood (as described on map attached as Exhibit A) in Freeport, Illinois. IHNHA’s proposed goals 

are 1) to significantly impact the growth of the Indian Heights Neighborhood and turn it into a family 
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friendly, livable community that is a great place to live, work and play; and 2) to enhance the health, 

beautify and diversity of the neighborhood by organizing activities that enable neighbors to communicate, 

interact and strengthen ties of community pride and community service. Director Griswold stated this 

resolution asks for support for the formation of the neighborhood association of the City council but does 

not bind the City Council in any manner.   Alderperson Bush made a motion to move forward the 

resolution for approval, seconded by Alderperson Klemm.  Motion prevailed by voice vote without 

dissent.  Alderperson Bush stated his support of the association.   

 

Joyce Boggess read from a book that she stated she wrote about living and working in Stephenson County 

between 1830 and 1930. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS  

Signed on the sheet for public comments were: 

 Marianne Garvens, 537 W. Dewey, Freeport Illinois, stated she would like to have more time for 

public comments.  She supports the resolution that just passed.  She stated a couple of months ago 

when Northwest Illinois Development Alliance spoke that copies should be available to the public 

that chooses to attend the meetings since they are funding in a large part by tax dollars so we 

should have a right to the information as the city council.  She stated that you are reading an 

ordinance to abate tax levy and it would be nice to disclose how much and for what purpose these 

bonds were issued and where the source of income is coming from to abate.  She stated it would 

be nice to know what is proposed for special meeting notification so the public can have 

comments since it is supposed to be a time and place convenient to the public. She stated item 

number eleven has to do with the City of Freeport being a contract vendee with Winter 

Construction which according to Ms. Griswold from prior experience the contract vendee is the 

buyer of the property and it doesn’t really disclose the address but it is the highway building and 

more information would be good to have to have more input on that as well.  She stated that you 

are talking about more handicap spaces and there is a deficit of handicap spaces around town 

because there should be one on each side of the block.  You have got the sidewalk program and 

demolitions up for a first reading, item 13, without specifics and again the public has a right to 

know.  She stated if you gave five minutes people could speak in each of the public comment time 

periods, then you would get better input.    

 Jim Gitz, 1561 W. Lincoln, Freeport Illinois, spoke in regard item 13 for the Supplemental 

Appropriation.  Mr. Gitz stated he wants to call attention to this because it is premised on 

unanticipated revenue that came about because of the Electrical Aggregation.  He stated item 13 

assigns $40,000 to the Sidewalk Program and $80,000 to Demolitions.  Mr. Gitz stated that the 

information furnished that there is currently unallocated funds in the demolition line item and the 

question where are we going with this and how soon. Mr. Gitz stated the second thing is if you 

think about seasons then the sidewalk program is not going to move forward right now until spring 

and then you will be into a new budget. Mr. Gitz stated, based on current reports, the cash on hand 

shows a lot of reasons to be concerned.  He stated the question he would like to raise is would it be 

more appropriate to keep that money in-hand as you see how economic conditions unfold.  He 

stated you would also have that money available when formulating a new budget cycle which 

takes place on May 1 and this is a time when you would be making those decisions.  Once you 

make that allocation then you can’t move it and the second point he wants to make is there is no 

guarantee as to what will happen at the upcoming election so what is the purpose of making this 
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supplemental appropriation.  He finished by stating that if this money is unallocated maybe there 

should be some questions as to what the most important goals of the community really are, not 

taking anything away from demolitions or sidewalks but this is a community with a lot of 

economic challenges. He continued his comments on the importance of economic development.   

 Mayor Gaulrapp stated that when he spoke to the council about electric aggregation we made a 

commitment to put $80,000 into demolitions and it is here tonight.  He stated we exceeded the 

amount of revenue coming in, first we thought it was $84,000 then $124,000 and now it is about 

$140,000.  He stated the money was earmarked at past meetings and has been publicized on why 

we are doing this.   

 

PRESENTATIONS 

“Mayor for the Day” Damian Burrington introduced a presentation regarding Northwest Illinois 

Development Alliance by Executive Director Dave Young.    Mr. Young spoke about the Northwest 

Illinois Development Alliance (NIDA) monthly board report dated January 16, 2013 and contained in the 

council packets.  Mr. Young provided a City of Freeport – NIDA 2012 Budget versus action expenditures 

spreadsheet dated January 22, 2013 in which he stated it shows were we projected where the money 

would be spent compared to where it was spent. He stated they actually spent more money than expected 

in client facing opportunities with companies talking to them about existing businesses and the other in 

deal making.  He stated where they estimated they would be spending $4,500.00 in deal making they 

actually spent $26,000 in doing that.  He stated that NIDA spent more time in client facing and working 

with existing companies.  Mr. Young stated that NIDA would present in February 2013 the investor 

summary of accomplishments for NIDA based on the goals submitted as part of the contract with the 

City.  He stated this will include the 2013 action plan which will be tied to the annual budget along with 

the performance matrix.  

 

Members of the council were provided the opportunity to ask Mr. Young questions. Discussion was held 

regarding obtaining a breakdown on line item #6 regarding deal making to see how the $26,000 was 

actually spent. Alderperson Boldt stated he would like to see more of a breakdown on this expense.  Mr. 

Young stated that most of it was billed against the TIF’s.  Mr. Young stated the reason there were no 

dollars expended for the Market Plan is because they are in the process of completing the labor shed 

analysis and the final report will be issued in February.  Discussion was held regarding marketing 

materials used by NIDA with a goal of using desk-top publishing electronic files and website 

development for a cost effect method.  Discussion was held on the effect of not having the dollars 

allocated by Stephenson County in the NIDA budget.  Discussion was held regarding marketing of the 

Albertus Airport.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The following items were presented on the Consent Agenda in the council packet; 

A.  Approval to receive and place on file: 

1)  Workers’ Compensation Incidents for December 2012 

2)  City Treasurer’s Investment Report for period ended December 31, 2012 

3)  City Treasurer’s Report of Cash and Fund Balances as of December 31, 2012 

4)  Fire Department Report on Activities for December 2012 
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5)  Community Development Report on Activities for November 2012 and December 2012 

including - Building Permits Summary, Cash & Misc. Receipts; Building Permits, 

Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing and Sign Permits 

 B.  Approval of Motor Fuel Tax Fund Register # MFT-0022 --- $27,133.65 

 C.  Approval of Water and Sewer Bills Payable (Registers #852, 855, 857) --- $202,177.66  

D.  Approval of Payroll for pay period ending January 12, 2013 --- $408,073.97 

E.  Approval of Finance Bills Payable (Registers #850, 851, 853, 854, 856, 858) --- $770,916.65 

Alderperson Boldt moved to approve consent agenda items as presented, seconded by Alderperson 

Klemm.  The motion prevailed by a roll call of;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, and Helms (5)  

Nays: None 

The consent agenda items were approved. 

  

“MAYORS FOR THE DAY” PRESENTATIONS 

Cathy Arnold, principal at Taylor Park School spoke about letters written by the students who were 

requesting to be “Mayor for A Day.” At this time, Mayor Gaulrapp presented certificates to the “Mayors 

for the Day” and thanked them for attending the council meeting.  He stated they attended a department 

head meeting this morning, were given a tour of a fire station and then the “Mayors for the Day” were 

taken to lunch with the Mayor, Fire Chief, and Chief of Police.  

 

ORDINANCES – SECOND READING 

     

2
nd

 READING OF ORDINANCE # 2013-03:  

AN ORDINANCE TO ABATE THE 2012 REAL ESTATE TAX LEVY FOR THE REPAYMENT OF THE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2003 

The first reading was held on January 7, 2013.  A motion to adopt was given by Alderperson Klemm, 

seconded by Alderperson Endress and it was automatically laid over to tonight’s meeting. Upon the 

second reading and no discussion, the motion prevailed by a roll call vote of;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, and Helms (5)  

Nays: None 

Ordinance #2013-03 passed. 

 

2
nd

 READING OF ORDINANCE # 2013-04:  

AN ORDINANCE TO ABATE THE 2012 REAL ESTATE TAX LEVY FOR THE REPAYMENT OF THE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2004 

The first reading was held on January 7, 2012.  A motion to adopt was given by Alderperson Klemm, 

seconded by Alderperson Endress and it was automatically laid over to tonight’s meeting. Upon the 

second reading and no discussion, the motion prevailed by a roll call vote of;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, and Helms (5)  

Nays: None 

Ordinance #2013-04 passed. 

 

2
nd

 READING OF ORDINANCE # 2013-05:  

AN ORDINANCE TO ABATE THE 2012 REAL ESTATE TAX LEVY FOR THE REPAYMENT OF THE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2006 
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The first reading was held on January 7, 2012.  A motion to adopt was given by Alderperson Klemm, 

seconded by Alderperson Endress and it was automatically laid over to tonight’s meeting. Upon the 

second reading and no discussion, the motion prevailed by a roll call vote of;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, and Helms (5)  

Nays: None 

Ordinance #2013-05 passed. 

 

At this time Alderperson Koester enter the meeting at 6:40 pm to bring the number of council members 

present to six. 

 

ORDINANCES - FIRST READING  

 

1
st
 READING OF ORDINANCE #2013-06:  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 220 (COUNCIL), SECTION 220.10 (RULES OF COUNCIL) OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT – NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Corporation Counsel Sarah Griffin stated this draft ordinance was presented at the last Committee of the 

Whole meeting upon request of Alderperson Klemm to alleviate the staff time in the distribution of the 

council packets upon a special meeting.  Counsel Griffin stated that although notice must still be given to 

members under the State Statute, a member may provide for an alternate acceptable form of service by 

filing the same in writing with the City Clerk and such service shall be deemed appropriate however the 

form of the notice itself will not be waived.  She explained if an alderman would rather have the notice to 

be emailed or some other means of alternative method.  She stated this would avoid the Chief of Police or 

the City Clerk of having to deliver packets to eight member houses.    A motion to adopt was given by 

Alderperson Klemm, seconded by Alderperson Koester.  Upon no further discussion the ordinance was 

automatically laid over to the next meeting. 
 

1st READING OF ORDINANCE #2013-07:   

ORDINANCE FOR VARIATION, PERMIT OR AMENDMENT OF CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF FREEPORT 

ILLINOIS -  Type of Relief:  Special Use Permit to allow a police and fire station in a R6 (Multi-Family Residence) 

Zoning Classification;  Owner or Applicant:  Winter Construction, with City of Freeport as Contract Vendee; 

Address or  Description:  302 West South Street, Freeport Illinois (E4 ACS S10 ACS (Exp pt taken for Rd as in 14-

54-54D) 3.00) Tax PIN 18-19-06-181-015.   

 

The Planning Commission unanimously recommended the special use permit petition to council at their meeting 

held on January 10, 2013 and there were no written objections filed.  

 

The ordinance was presented by Community Development Director Shelly Griswold by stating that the 

Planning Commission held a public hearing on this petition and they made a set of findings of fact 

attached to the ordinance.  She stated that the City is a party to the application and the decision on this 

needs to be based solely on the hearing presentation and not other outside information.  Discussion was 

held regarding the two abstentions by the Planning Commission members. Director Griswold stated that 

the members who abstained were Mark Winter and Phil Copus because they both work for Winter 

Construction.  Alderperson Klemm stated he attended the public hearing and there was very good 

discussion on the exiting of the vehicles in terms of which side of the building.  He stated the Fire Chief 

explained the the fire trucks and ambulances would exit the building onto South Street.  Alderperson 
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Klemm stated the Walnut Street side would be used for offices and overall there was a positive response 

to the the building back in reuse.  He stated there was also good discussion on lighting.    

 

Alderperson Klemm made a motion to move forward the ordinance as presented, seconded by 

Alderperson Koester. Mayor Gaulrapp stated per council rules because this received a unanimous vote 

from the Planning Commission this will be up for vote this evening.  The motion prevailed by a roll call 

vote of;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, Helms and Koester (6)  

Nays: None 

Ordinance #2013-07 passed. 

 

1
st
 READING OF ORDINANCE #2013-08:  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 484, SECTION 484.05 (HANDICAPPED PERSONS) AND 484.06 

(PARKING SPACES FOR OFFICIALS) OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT – 

STEPHENSON AND EXCHANGE TOWNSHIP/VETERAN’S AFFAIRS OFFICES 

The ordinance was presented by Public Works Director Tom Dole.  He stated that the Freeport Township 

and Veteran’s Affairs Offices have moved to a new location at the corner of Adams Avenue and 

Stephenson Street.  He stated that they will be using the East Exchange Street as the main entrance and 

the other entrance as an employee entrance.  He provided a copy of the map to show the spaces requested. 

He stated they requested a fifteen minute zone as well.  This ordinance adds two handicapped person 

parking places on East Exchange (south side 36’ east nearest to N. Adams) at the main entrance to the 

office and two parking spaces for officials (East Stephenson, north side beginning 66’ through 108’ east 

nearest to N. Adams) which will be designated for use by Veteran Affairs Official and Freeport Township 

Supervisor. Alderperson Helms made a motion to move forward Ordinance #2013-08 as presented, 

seconded by Alderperson Klemm. Discussion was held regarding the timing needed by the Township to 

provide for handicap parking. Director Dole stated that they did not request special consideration but it 

would be prudent to move it forward since they are currently working out of that building.    

 

Alderperson Helms made a motion to suspend the rules to vote on this ordinance this evening.  This 

motion was seconded by Alderperson Klemm.  Mayor Gaulrapp stated the motion for suspension of the 

rules is non-debatable.  The motion prevailed by a roll call vote of;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, Helms and Koester (6)  

Nays: None 

 

Corporation Counsel Griffin referred to the map and stated that the 15 minute zone that was requested 

will be by Public Works Director Dole through other administrative action.  Mayor Gaulrapp stated the 

ordinance is properly on the floor for passage this evening.  A roll call vote was taken;  

Yeas: Klemm, Boldt, Bush, DeVine, Helms and Koester (6)  

Nays: None 

Ordinance #2013-08 passed. 

 

1
st
 READING OF ORDINANCE #2013-09: 

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENT THE APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 FOR THE 

CITY OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS (SIDEWALK PROGRAM AND DEMOLITIONS)   
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Interim Finance Director Duane Price presented the ordinance by stating that the City of Freeport has 

received a check from First Energy as their civic contribution under the Electric Aggregation Program for 

a one-time amount of $142,219.00. He stated that the administration intends use of these funds for 

sidewalk program and to increase the line item for demolitions.  Director Price stated that the following 

appropriations are supplemental to the appropriations contained in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance of 

the City of Freeport for Fiscal Year beginning on May 1, 2012 and ending on April 30, 2013, commonly 

known as City of Freeport Ordinance No. 2012-30, as amended, and are hereby appropriated for the uses 

and in the amounts listed as follows;  A) Capital Improvement Fund, Sidewalk Program Revenues, Line 

Item 33-10-390 – Transfer from Corporate Fund shall be increased from $0 to $40,000; and  B) Capital 

Improvement Fund, Sidewalk Program Expenses, Line Item 33-10-544 – Contracted Infrastructure 

Repairs and Maintenance shall be increased from $0 to $40,000; and C) General Fund, Operating 

Transfers Out, Transfer to Capital Improvement Fund, Line Item 01-63-951 shall be increased from $0 to 

$40,000 and  D) General Fund, Building Department, Contractual Services, Line Item 01-53-599 shall be 

increased from $105,400 to $185,400. Mayor Gaulrapp stated the additional $20,000 that we got back will 

go into the general fund. 

 

City Engineer Shaun Gallagher stated the he provided a copy of the City of Freeport Shared Cost 

Sidewalk Program marked as draft dated January 22, 2013 and provided a verbal program overview.  He 

stated for 2013 the homeowner will pay a shared cost for sidewalks at a unit cost of $3.00 per square foot.  

The approximate cost to a homeowner of an average mid-block property will range from $500 to $1,000.   

Once this cost is paid then the City Engineer will schedule an inspection, determine the scope and the cost 

of reconstruction.  City Engineer Gallagher stated the $3.00 cost per square foot would need to be paid up 

front.  

 

Alderperson Klemm made a motion to move forward the ordinance for passage, seconded by Alderperson 

DeVine.   

 

Discussion was held regarding the administration’s recommendation to move the $142,219.00 into line 

items in the current budget versus a council member’s suggestion to place those funds into reserves until 

we see what is in the budget for next year.   Alderperson Koester stated his feeling that based on the 

upcoming costs of the Rawleigh Building, perhaps the expenses on the 230 W. Stephenson building or 

expenses at the Carnegie Library, would it not be in the best interest of the City to take part or all of this 

money and take care of this program at a later date.  Alderperson Klemm stated that one of the reasons he 

placed this ordinance on the floor is to have time to discuss it and another consideration is with the 

additional demolition dollars it could do some consider sprucing up in areas of the City. 

 

Interim Director Duane Price stated we have $75,000 in the line item for demolitions in this year’s 

budget, with $50,000 in the budget and $25,000 in contingency.  Of that amount he stated we have 

$55,000 left to spend.  Director Price stated we would have up to $75,000 for demolitions of buildings. 

Director Griswold stated we have dozens of houses on the list to demolish but we are actively working on 

eleven cases at this time.  Alderperson Boldt asked of those, how many cases we actually have judgments 

for to proceed at this time.  Director Griswold stated that she only has one case that she has judgment on 

and Director Dole’s staff will be working on that demolition.  Director Griswold stated the average cost 

for about $6,000 to $7,000, but we had one large four-plex that costs $32,000 to demolition.   
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Discussion continued on the expenses coming forth and whether the City should consider setting these 

funds aside into the reserves. Upon no further discussion, the ordinance was automatically laid over to the 

next meeting.   

 

RESOLUTION 
 

The only resolution on council agenda was moved to the beginning of the meeting.  

 

OTHER 
 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

Community Development 

Community Development Director Shelly Griswold provided an update on the HUD grants.  She stated 

they received an inquiry from the University of Wisconsin and they are interested in working with the 

City through a graduate school class in their urban planning department to use our Rawleigh project for a 

class project. Director Griswold stated the business plan was completed for the Ag-Entrepreneurial Center 

and it was given to council a number of months ago and there is a regional buyer committee which will be 

meeting including growers and restaurateurs.  Out of the advisory committee, Career Tech is looking for 

an opportunity to consolidate their operations and one of their programs is a culinary arts program and the 

space that they need for this program is very similar as the Food and Enterprise Center. They will be 

working together to discuss space planning with a possibility of them cohabitating in order to have 

economies of scale to allow for affordable rent for both entities.   

 

Director Griswold stated tomorrow night there will be a meeting of the CAPS group which is the third 

ward breakout to work on property maintenance of the third ward at the Stephenson County Health 

Department on Linden Street.  She stated on the USDA calendar the City of Freeport was featured and she 

provided copies to the council.   

 

Finance Department  

Interim Finance Director Duane Price stated that we were contacted by a firm interested in looking at our 

outstanding bonds to see if we could benefit by refinancing, particularly the 2003 bonds which are 

callable.  He stated based on their number we could save $20,000 and he will be reviewing this 

information and perhaps bringing it to council.   

 

 

Public Works  

Public Works Director Tom Dole stated that upon the recommendation of the structural engineers at 

McClure engineering that the sidewalk has been closed around the old City Hall building.   

 

Library 

Library Director Carole Dickerson was not present.   

 

Fire 

Fire Chief Kevin Countryman thanked council for their support of the special use permit for the building 

to be used as a public safety facility.  The contractor has been working on that building.  



MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, January 22, 2013 

 

 

Page 9 of 10 

 

Police 

Chief of Police Jerry Whitmore stated the department is in the process of going out for application for 

police officers.  Applications are available from the Police Department and also available on-line.  He 

stated the department will have three retirements this year with one as early as March.  Chief Whitmore 

stated the State conducted a tobacco compliance check.   

  

City Engineer 

City Engineer Gallagher stated that he will be bringing to the next council meeting the street maintenance 

resolution appropriations for the mill and overlay and a crack sealing program.   

 

MAYOR’S REPORT  

Mayor Gaulrapp stated he attended the U.S. Conference of Mayors in Washington DC.  While he was 

there he met with the Secretary of Education Barney Duncan and Congresswoman Cherie Bustos.  Mayor 

Gaulrapp also met with Senator Kirk regarding a grant for transportation in the amount of $3 million.  He 

attended the Martin Luther King celebration at the MLK Center.   

 

NEW BUSINESS/COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Each council member was provided the opportunity to make announcements.  

 

Alderperson Helms asked if there was a grant agreement with Illinois Department of Transportation and 

whether it is countywide.  Director Griswold stated the grant agreement with IDOT is county-wide and it 

is a grant that is Federal and State.  She stated she can send the exact figures tomorrow but she estimates 

that it is in the amount of $400,000 and it is a reimbursement grant.  Alderperson Helms asked for 

Director Griswold opinion what will happen if the County does not move forward with it.  Director 

Griswold stated she has had conversations with IDOT and what the options will be if the County does not 

move forward with the intergovernmental agreement but at the very least we will continue with the 

program here in Freeport and that will be uninterrupted and it will not cause any disruption with our 

service.  

 

Alderperson Helms asked if there has been any work to the trail system that can be invoiced to 

Stephenson County.  Director Griswold stated yes there has and the County has been invoiced and she 

will assume that we will start getting that money back the first  quarter of this year.    

 

Alderperson Helms asked about the roundabout.  Mayor Gaulrapp stated the County Board had a meeting 

that lasted six hours last week and that item was held over and will be on the Wednesday’s agenda.   

 

Alderperson Koester stated he would like to see council look at the future as far as expenses for buildings, 

maintenance and if we get some extra money just like the electric aggregate that we put it aside instead of 

earmarking it and spending it.   

 

Alderperson Klemm stated he spoke at the last Stephenson County Board meeting regarding the 

intersection improvement and it will be on the next meeting agenda.  He stated that anyone concerned 

about the transit program should contact their county board member and remind them that the City of 

Freeport which is 54% of the County voted for the rural transit.  
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Alderperson Boldt stated that at 7:20 pm the Municipal Officer Electoral Board was to reconvene their 

meeting from earlier this evening.    

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AGENDA OR NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 Kay Osburg, 589 N. Sierra Drive, Freeport Illinois, spoke as a representative of the “Citizens to  

Save City Hall.”  She stated that the group was very glad to hear that they heard that Mayor 

Gaulrapp said that demolition was not an option.  She stated that the building is a wonderful 

historic building that needs to be maintained both for downtown development and to continue the 

history of what is a remarkable City and for housing the City in an appropriate building.  She 

stated her concern that Gary Anderson did not attend the structural inspections performed by 

McClure Engineering and she stated that was something the group had voiced as being a concern. 

She was glad to hear that the building is at least structurally sound at this time and if there is 

further neglect, then it may not be structurally sound and since this body maintains that building 

then and has ended up here where we are paying rent close to $75,000 per year.  She asked how 

many postcards were received by the administration.   

 Corporation Counsel Griffin stated the Electoral Board will meet at 7:20 pm or as soon as the 

council meeting is over depending how long the public comments will take.  

 Marianne Garvens, 537 W. Dewey, Freeport Illinois, stated the City is allowed a certain tonnage 

each year per the agreement with the providers for the landfill.  Ms. Garvens estimated that each 

demolition would cost about $3,000. She suggested that the City could control costs for 

demolitions by outsourcing to private citizens.  She recommended establishing a grading system 

for the sidewalks and suggested prioritizing sidewalk repair especially where she said the City 

caused damage as is the case with the southwest corner of Dewey and Locust.  She stated when 

you demolish a building without a plan you are exchanging one form of blight for another when 

you have abandoned lots and overgrown weeds, garbage and loitering.  Ms. Garvens discussed her 

feeling about building permits. 

 The mayor’s administrative assistant came back to the council chambers with the number of 

postcards received since the last meeting and stated they had received 26 postcards bringing the 

number received a total of 626.   

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 

 

S/ Meg Zuravel 

Meg Zuravel, City Clerk 

 

       

 


