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From the Desk of Mayor
Jodi Miller
I would like to extend a big thank you to the
city street crews who worked day and night
during the large snow storms in January to
ensure our roads were safe for travel. Over
thethe course of two weeks, we experienced several days  of blizzard-

like conditions, which resulted in 294 employee hours logged and  
over 2,500 total miles of snowplowing. 

Freeport Public Library’s Food For Fines
February Fundraiser

City Employees of the
Year

IEPA Increases Lead
Service Line
Replacement Funding

From Fire, Police, Street Dept,
and City Hall, we would like to
say thank you to the public
servants who help move our city
forward

Mayor Miller
Reappointed to NLC
Public Safety
Committee

City Hall Closed for
President’s Day
City Hall and non-emergency
offices will be closed on February
19th in recognition of President’s
Day

continued...

All donations made during the Freeport Public Library’s Food for
Fines will be taken to the Freeport Area Church Cooperative.



of roads resurfaced
throughout Freeport
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Employees of the Year
Before you know it, the weather will be kind
enough to us for major roadwork to begin to
improve our streets. The City is working on a
2025-2028 three-year plan to repair and rebuild
our road infrastructure. This creative planning
process is intended to become the standard of
road improvement decision-making.
Furthermore, we need to decide through
collaboration and cooperation how the City will
fund future street improvements, as Motor Fuel
Tax from the State of Illinois continues to
decrease. 

Looking ahead to the important projects this
year, you’ll see work continue on Adams Avenue.
Additionally, projects to repave Bradmar, Pearl
City Road, and Locust are high priorities. 

Let love and kindness your motivation in all you
do and together we can show the world that
Freeport is a great place to live, work and play!

from the Mayor's Desk, cont.

Department of Public Works:
2023 By the Numbers

5 MILES

835
Lead Service Lines

replaced 

8,831 miles 
of snow 
plowed in 
2023

Well #11
was brought into

production to
provide 40% of the

city’s daily water
supply

438
truckloads
of leaves
collected

60 dead &
dangerous
trees removed

$10 Million Project 12,480 tons

of hot mix used by city
crews to repave streets
such as Chicago Avenue,
Empire, and more in 2023

Adams Avenue
Reconstruction began in 2023

Freeport Police Department
Civilian Employee of the Year: Lisa Barkalow

(Pictured left)
Officer of the Year & City Employee of the
Year: Ptm. Brandae Hilby

(Pictured right)

Each year, the City of Freeport takes the time to
acknowledge the hard working men and women
that move the city and their departments
forward. We would like to recognize the
following employees that makes Freeport a great
place to live, work, and play!

Freeport Fire
Department
Member of the
Year: Fire Marshal
Hillary Broshous
(Pictured left)

City Hall Employee
of the Year:  Kaitlyn
Williams, City
Accountant

Utility Employee of the Year: Doug VanHorn

City Department of the Year: Street Dept.

2024 FEMA Predisaster
Mitigation Grant Update
The City will continue to administer the FEMA
grant through September 2024. Currently, the
City has purchased 34 properties through the
PDM grant. 25 of those properties are houses,
and 9 of the properties were vacant lots. 82
Appraisals have been completed, and 18 of the
purchased properties have been demolished to
revert the area to a natural wetlands to mitigate  
flooding.



Mayor Miller Reappointed to
Serve on NLC’s Public Safety &
Crime Prevention Committee
Freeport Mayor Jodi Miller has been appointed to
the National League of Cities (NLC) 2024 Public
Safety and Crime Prevention (PSCP) Federal
Advocacy Committee. Mayor Miller was reelected to
a one-year term and will provide strategic direction
and guidance for NLC’s federal advocacy agenda
and policy priorities on public safety. The
appointment was announced by NLC President
Mayor David Sander of Rancho Cordova, CA.

As a member of NLC’s PSCP Committee, Mayor
Miller will play a key role in shaping NLC’s policy
positions and advocate on behalf of America’s cities,
towns and villages before Congress, with the
administration and at home.
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ILEPA Increases Freeport’s
Successful Lead Service Line
Replacement Funding

Freeport PD Tip411: 
Anonymous Crime Reporting
The Freeport PD App enables the public to share an
anonymous tip with police and lets officers respond
back to create an anonymous two-way conversation.
It is available via Google Play Store, Apple App Store,
or online.

Citizens without a
smartphone can share
information with police by
sending an anonymous text
tip via their cell phone to
police by texting keyword
FREEPORTPD and their
message/tip to 847411
(tip411).

Anonymous web tips can
also be submitted via the
department’s website at:

 cityoffreeport.org/freeport-
pd-tip411/

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency has
informed the City of Freeport that it will increase its
loan forgiveness for Lead Service Line
Replacements. The funding was increased from
partial forgiveness on a $2.25 million loan to full
forgiveness funding on $3.1 million for the project.
The funding for the total Lead Service Line
Replacement project throughout Freeport is
approximately $9.1 million.

The City replaced 835 lead service lines in 2023, a
164% increase over 2022. In total, 1,300 of the City’s
2,300 Lead Service Lines have been replaced since
the project started.

60%
of Freeport’s total Lead Service Lines replaced

Dec

Keeping Fire Hydrants Clear

Please help the Freeport Fire Department keep fire
hydrants clear of snow. There are several hundred
fire hydrants throughout the City of Freeport. While
Fire Department crews regularly clear them, this
depends on crew availability. This is a huge
undertaking after a snow storm.

If a fire hydrant is buried in snow, it may significantly
delay the fire crew's ability to put out the fire. By
helping the Fire Department by clearing snow from
a fire hydrant three feet in either direction, it may
help save a life.

https://cityoffreeport.org/freeport-pd-tip411/
https://cityoffreeport.org/freeport-pd-tip411/
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